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UNLOCK is funded by the Dutch Research Council as part of the National 
Roadmap for Large-Scale Research Facilities (project 184.035.007). UNLOCK
is a collaboration between Wageningen University & Research and TU Delft.

UNLOCK is a unique facility for research on mixed microbial 
communities at an unprecedented scale and efficiency. 

The UNLOCK research infrastructure is composed of three 
complementary experimental platforms for high-throughput 
discovery and characterization of microbial communities and a 
FAIR data platform for large scale data storage, data extraction and 
analysis of high-throughput data in a cloud-based infrastructure. 

The final goal is to UNLOCK new microbial potential. HOW TO APPLY

SERVICES & TARIFFS

• Main principle: subsidized access for academic users (open 
science & excellence); competitive rates for pay per use

• Basic (subsidized) services include interactive project design,
training and basic analyses; user is in charge of handling, 
operation & downstream analyses/interpretation. Basic fees apply

• Supplementary services (additional fees apply) include, e.g.: 
operation, analyses, interpretation by UNLOCK staff, additional 
sampling, and online- and offline and analyses, reporting

Are you interested in using the UNLOCK facilities for your 
research? Please reach out by following the steps below! 

Step 1: Ideas and discussion
Go to https://m-unlock.com/submit-project-description/ to 
UNLOCK your research.

Your request or idea will be assessed, and you are contacted within 
2 weeks by one of our Platform Managers. 

Step 2: Submitting Project Proposal
A personal and secured Project website is created, where you have 
access to all relevant information, documents and a checklist on 
how to proceed. 

In consultation with the lead Platform Manager, you compose a 
Proposal, including a project description, experimental design, 
required equipment & support, planning and cost estimation 
(among others). You can submit it through your own secure project 
website.

Step 3: Evaluation
After submission, the Proposal is reviewed by an external 
Evaluation Committee. This process can take one to three months. 

Based on the evaluation of the Evaluation Committee, the Proposal 
will be approved or rejected by the UNLOCK Technical Committee. 

Step 4: Research
When the Proposal is approved, your project is planned, and 
equipment will be reserved. We will start organizing access to the 
facility, training and instruction, order materials, etc. 

In the meantime, you will receive a User Agreement within 4 weeks. 

After signing the User Agreement, you can start your research, 
under supervision of the UNLOCK staff members. 

ADDING UNLOCK TO A GRANT APPLICATION

UNLOCK can provide a Letter of Support, emphasizing the added 
value of UNLOCK, including a cost estimation. 

ABOUT UNLOCK

https://m-unlock.nl/submit-project-description/
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